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Cruising Fiji – the Rising of the Balolo 
 
Join us for an eight day charter adventure in October or November to witness this 
most bizarre curiosity in the natural history of the South Pacific:  October 12 – 20 and 
November 11 – 19, 2004  
 
From A$310 per person per day (Australian dollars)/approximately US$235pp per day 
ALL-INCLUSIVE, based on 8 guests on board. eF1.24/U.76 
 
Voyage under sail to the Rising of the Balolo. Ride 
before dawn, under a full moon, with Fijian Islanders in 
their open boats out to a distant reef.  Armed with a 
cloth net and a flashlight to attract the balolo, you will 
help scoop these millions of writhing creatures known as 
the “Caviar of the Pacific” into the boats when they rise 
to the surface.  Known to scientists as eunice viridis, an 
annelid worm, the Balolo present as reddish brown 
(male) and moss green (female) spawn in the water 
when they rise to the surface before dawn. This is an 
event that can only be seen in Fiji or Samoa. The annual 
spawning of the balolo worm from the coral reefs is a 
yearly village event,  welcomed by all Fijians. They are 
not just an item to be bought, sold, and eaten, but also 
to be prayed for and revered. By getting to the islands 
during a rising, you will be delighted by a nighttime 
spectacle and a mealtime treat unlike any other - the 
salty, tart "Caviar” 
   These strange worms release their tails to a lunar and solar timing 
one night each in October and November.  The tails contain the 
worm’s eggs or sperm and rise to the sea surface where they are 
released to create the next generation of balolo. These tails are a 
delicacy to Fijians who wait eagerly in their boats for the predictable 
yet phenomenal rising.  Within an hour after the rising, the eggs and 
sperm are released to spawn the next generation of balolo. The free-
swimming larvae seek a suitable coral patch to begin the cycle again.  
At the same time of the balolo rising, a small deep sea fish known 
locally as “deu” comes to lay its eggs in the mangrove forests.  
Women in certain villages in Vanua Levu must catch these fish to 
prove their sexual innocence over the past year. Without a fish, a 
woman can be banished for a year. 
   The Rising occurs only in the last quarter of the moon in October 
and November each year. It has never failed to appear on time for 
over 100 years, and you can even check your calendar by it.   
 


